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Mammoth Community Water District Evaluates the Expansion of the Casa Diablo Geothermal 
Plant for Potential Impacts to the District’s Operations 
 
The Mammoth Community Water District has completed review of the Draft Environmental 
Document for the Casa Diablo Geothermal Plant Expansion. The project is of interest to the 
District because it could adversely impact both groundwater and surface water resources used 
by the District to meet water demand in its service area.  The geothermal expansion project 
proposes the development of 16 production and reinjection wells along with a significant 
increase in geothermal fluid pumping.  Several of the proposed new wells are within two miles 
of the District’s groundwater production wells.  Pumping or reinjection of geothermal fluids for 
the project could impact the District’s groundwater supplies by decreasing aquifer recharge or 
by altering the water quality in the aquifers.  In addition, increased pumping for the proposed 
project may decrease flows in Mammoth Creek. The District’s use of surface water is subject to 
Mammoth Creek flows specified in the District’s state-issued water right licenses and permit. 
Every year, the District relies on surface water, groundwater and recycled water to meet the 
community’s water demand.   
 
 The Draft Environmental Document for the proposed geothermal expansion project concludes 
there are no significant impacts to the District’s operations; however, the District contends that 
the draft document does not provide sufficient information to support these conclusions. 
Significant information gaps in the Draft Environmental Document were identified by two 
specialists retained by the District to assist in the review.  Both specialists have worked on local 
hydro-geology projects and are well-qualified to analyze the proposed project for potential 
adverse impacts to the District’s operations.  The time required to retain the specialists, request 
and review additional information from the lead agencies and to develop comments required 
that the District submit a set of preliminary comments by the public comment deadline date 
and finalize those comments in a subsequent letter.  The District’s comment letters are 
available on the Mammoth Community Water District website, www.mcwd.dst.ca.us.   
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