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ORMAT’S PROPOSED GEOTHERMAL PROJECT 
THREATENS MAMMOTH LAKES’ WATER SUPPLY 
Ormat’s Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Project  
threatens local water supply

D	Ormat Technologies Inc. (Ormat) has proposed an expansion of a geothermal 
project, Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Project (Casa Diablo IV), in the vicinity of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes that could negatively impact the community’s 
limited water supply. 

D	The proposed project would pump	29,000	acre-feet	of	hot	water annually 
from below the cold groundwater zone - when combining both existing 
operations and the planned expansion.

•	 This	amount	would	supply	the	entire	community	of	Mammoth	Lakes	with	water	for	
more	than	10	years

D	Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD), the public agency responsible 
for protecting and managing the town’s water supply, has consistently	
voiced	its	concerns regarding the proposed plant and the potential impacts 
to local water supplies and environmental resources. 

D	Existing Ormat operations have already had negative impacts on the region, 
specifically in the Shady Rest Park area: 

•	 Increased	concentration	of	
the	extremely	hazardous	gas,			
hydrogen	sulfide;

•	 Increased	carbon	dioxide	emissions;
•	 Increased	numbers	of	trees	killed;	and
•	 Increased	ground	temperatures.

CA’s severe drought underscores the  
importance of protecting groundwater resources

D	California is experiencing a historic drought and state officials have now 
enacted mandatory	water	conservation	measures throughout the state. 

D	MCWD depends on the cold water aquifer underlying the region to fulfill the 
water supply needs of the community and needs to protect the long-term 
reliability of this resource. 

D	During times of drought, groundwater resources are a crucial water supply for 
water agencies when surface water supplies are limited. 

One	acre-foot	is	enough		
to	meet	the	needs	of		

two	average	single-family	
households	of		

four	people	for	a	year.

From	below	the	cold	groundwater		
zone,	Ormat	will	annually	pump

MCWD’s	cold	
groundwater	
zone

What is a 
geothermal 

plant?
A	geothermal	plant	

taps	into	and		
extracts	hot	water	
from	underground	

and	uses	it	to	
produce	energy.

29,000
acre-feet of hot water

http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us/assets/mcwd-release---senator-feinstein-7-9-14-final.pdf
http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us/ormat.html
http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us/ormat.html
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/publications/factsheets/docs/fs072914manwaterreg.pdf
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MCWD requests an adequate monitoring and  
mitigation plan to protect its water supply

D	MCWD doesn’t oppose the Ormat geothermal project but strongly believes 
a robust monitoring and mitigation plan must be adopted to protect 
groundwater resources in the Mammoth Lakes area. 

D	Ormat argues there is no connection between the hot water zone and the 
cold water aquifer. And, the company has refused to meaningfully negotiate 
or adopt a reasonable plan that monitors and protects the water supplies.

D	MCWD has requested a responsible and fair monitoring and mitigation plan 
that requires Ormat to: 

•	 Install	four	sets	of	monitoring	wells,	
each	with	monitoring	in	cold,	warm	
and	hot	geothermal	zones;

•	 Maintain	accurate	and	continuous	
pumping	records	for	all	wells		
in	the	system;	

•	 Monitor	for	water	quality;	

•	 Share	all	of	its	pumping	
information;	and

•	 Establish	a	mitigation	plan	that	
incorporates	clear	triggers	to	
temporarily	or	permanently	halt	
geothermal	operations	if	negative	
impacts	are	detected.	

D	Ormat only wants to install one shallow monitoring well, which is simply 
not adequate to scientifically assess whether or not there is a hydrological 
connection between the cold and hot water zones.

Community groups and elected officials  
raise questions and urge resolution

D	U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, Congressmembers John Garamendi and 
Paul Cook, the Mammoth Lakes Town Council, members of the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors, and the Mammoth Lake Trails Public Access Foundation 
have all raised questions regarding the proposed project and have urged 
careful review and consideration of an adequate monitoring and mitigation 
plan. However, federal agencies have ignored concerns voiced by MCWD 
and moved forward with approving the project. 

D	The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District (Great Basin) is the local 
agency tasked with certifying the environmental document for the project 
under the California Environmental Quality Act. In public meetings concerning 
the project, Great Basin board members recognized that protecting Mammoth’s 
water supply “is the highest priority” and noted the need for Ormat and MCWD 
“to agree to a mitigation and monitoring plan with triggers.” Despite these 
statements, however, Great Basin staff certified the environmental document for 
the project without a mitigation and monitoring plan in place.

D	Given the importance of the groundwater to the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
and mounting calls of concern from respected national and regional leaders, 
MCWD urges Ormat to come to the table, negotiate in good faith, and 
ultimately adopt a mitigation and monitoring plan that responsibly oversees 
the project and protects the region’s water supply.

“I would further request 
that the United States 

Geological Survey provide 
an assessment of the 

Mitigation, Monitoring 
and Reporting Program 
included in the Record 

of Decision and any 
recommendation to 

further ensure the 
Mammoth Community 

Water District’s continued 
access to safe and reliable 

groundwater supplies.”

U.S. Senator  
Dianne Feinstein

Mono County 
Supervisor and Great 

Basin Board Member 
Larry Johnston

 called Ormat’s proposed 
project “inappropriate 

without a monitoring 
system in place.”

“My past experience 
with water projects 

underscores the 
importance of an 

adequate groundwater 
monitoring and 

mitigation plan,” said 

Congressmember  
Paul Cook

D	For	more	information	and	to	sign	a	letter	of	support,	please	visit	
http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us/.	To	contact	MCWD	directly,	please	call	
Irene	Yamashita	at	760.934.2596	Ext.314	or	speak	with	the	members	of		
MCWD’s	Board	of	Directors	by	calling	760.934.2596.

How to get 
involved

http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us/

