
 
For Immediate Release: September 21, 2010
 
Contact:   Irene Yamashita                                               Jennifer Monteleone
                 Mammoth Community Water District              SPG Solar, Inc
                 P.O. Box 597                                                   20 Leveroni Court
                 Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546                            Novato, CA 94949
                 (760) 934-2596                                                 (415) 883.7657
 

 
Mammoth Community Water District and SPG Solar Bring Clean Solar Power to Mono

County

The Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) Board of Directors approved a contract with SPG Solar to

deliver clean, renewable solar power that will be used to power the District’s wastewater and recycled water

treatment plant, and the pumps delivering reclaimed water to the Sierra Star, and eventually to the

Snowcreek golf courses in Mammoth Lakes.  When completed, the project will be Mono County’s largest

solar photovoltaic (PV) system installation, producing over 2,000,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) annually or 80%

of the annual electricity demands of the treatment plant. Utilizing the sun to power the treatment plant has

been under investigation by the District since autumn of 2009 as a means to stabilize future operating costs

since electric power charges are one of the highest operating costs for the District. All of the District’s

electrical power is currently supplied by Southern California Edison (SCE) and the clean solar energy in

excess of District power needs will be fed into the SCE distribution grid.

 

The solar PV system will be located adjacent to the wastewater-recycled water treatment plant on Water

District property.  The land for the project will serve dual uses as it will also continue to be maintained as an

emergency detention pond for the treatment plant.  The entire solar power system will consist of 3,806

panels in four solar arrays on single-axis trackers; multiple rows of panels will be linked together by a central

beam with a small motor that will slowly rotate the rows of panels to follow the sun from east to west. 

Conservative calculations (without the recycled water pumps) indicate that, compared to the average SCE

generation sources for the Mammoth Lakes area, the PV system will eliminate the emissions of 1,626,000

pounds of carbon dioxide, 1,190 pounds of sulfur dioxide and 1,390 pounds of nitrous oxide to the

atmosphere annually.  This CO
2
emission reduction is equivalent to the electricity use of 113 homes for one

year or to the carbon sequestered by 200 acres of pine or fir forest annually.

It is fortuitous that utilizing solar power will not only stabilize foreseeable long-term increases in SCE power

rates, but will also reduce the District’s carbon footprint at the same time.  Tom Cage, MCWD Board

member, said
“This project is an example of doing what is right for the environment and doing what is good for MCWD
customers.  Over the long run, this project will stabilize electrical pumping and waste management cost
for the District and therefore assist in keeping rates low for our customers.  Saving customers’ money in
the long run and helping the environment has long been a goal of the district.  Further, MCWD will be
reducing electrical needs which will save 2,170 barrels of oil per year and eliminate 1,392 pounds of
emissions into our air. 
 
We hope the implementation of this project will encourage everyone to use resources as efficiently as
possible.”



 
The capital investment for the project is approximately $5.5 million, which will be offset by operating cost

savings within approximately nine years.  This includes $3.3 million in State of California rebates, paid to the

District over the first five years of the system’s operation.  Construction is expected to begin in September

and should be completed in November of this year.  A CEQA Negative Declaration for the project was

adopted by the Board in January 2010.

 

SPG Solar, the turnkey solar provider selected for the project, was founded in 2001 and has designed and

installed over 1,500 solar power systems nationwide.  Residents of the Eastern Sierra may have seen their

one megawatt project at the Xanterra Parks & Resort in Death Valley, CA.
 
“SPG Solar is proud to partner with the Mammoth Community Water District to create local green jobs and
deliver clean solar power for future generations,” said SPG Solar’s CEO, Tom Rooney.

 

Working towards a more sustainable future for Mammoth Lakes, the District is proud to have the wastewater

treatment plant powered by the sun and producing high quality recycled water that can be used for irrigation.

 Please check the District website at http://www.mcwd.dst.ca.us, or call our offices at 760-934-2596 for

additional information. 

 
About MCWD
The Mammoth Community Water District was established in 1957 to provide water and sewer service to the
community of Mammoth Lakes.  The District serves a full time residential and temporary visitor population as
well as light industry and recreational facilities in the Mammoth Basin.  Providing excellent quality and
services while being stewards of our environment is a core value of the District. 
 
About SPG Solar
SPG Solar is a leading developer of distributed solar projects for large, government and public
energy users. Located in Novato, SPG Solar is helping to meet rising energy demand by
developing clean power solar systems located where they are needed most – at the site of the
user. The company prides itself on unique and custom solar solutions which can make it possible
for businesses to switch to clean, solar power. SPG Solar currently manages over 1,500 solar
system installations nationwide. For more information on SPG Solar and distributed solar power,
please visit www.spgsolar.com.

 


