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The Governor’s Emergency Drought Proclamation on February 27 reminds all residents that water is a
valuable resource that should always be used conscientiously; our natural environment, food supply, and
health depend on safe reliable water supplies.  The Governor’s proclamation takes proactive steps to respond
to the State’s reduced water supplies; however, the water supply conditions in the Mammoth Lakes Basin do
not always correlate with those of the State Water Project.  The recent spring storms in Mammoth Lakes have
increased the snowpack to nearly normal conditions to date but we still need a snowy spring to continue
building up the snowpack to alleviate potential drought conditions.
 
Our water supply comes entirely from the Mammoth Basin.  Annual variations in snowpack depth and spring
and summer temperatures directly affect the surface and ground water resources available to the Water
District.  In an average runoff year, 50% of the community’s water supply comes from Mammoth Creek and
the rest is from pumped ground water.  If a drought year is anticipated, based on the snowpack measurements
or the level of Lake Mary, the Water District’s Board of Directors will make a determination on the severity
of the drought and the level of restrictions necessary to continue to meet the community’s water demands. 
During drought years, the water supply source is heavily dependent on ground water because surface water
diversions from Mammoth Creek are reduced or eliminated to protect the creek environment.  Ground water
supplies are more costly to pump and treat and can become limited following a series of dry years. 
 
To protect our drinking water during droughts and to insure a future supply as the community continues to
grow, the Water District is conducting a comprehensive water conservation program.  For example, current
conservation projects include replacing old pipes to reduce water loss from leaks, upgrading the wastewater
treatment plant and laying pipes to use reclaimed water for irrigation, and continuing a rebate program to
replace older high volume flush toilets with low water use models.  Regardless of local runoff conditions, the
Governor’s Proclamation of a State Emergency over California’s water shortage serves to alert us that water
is a limited and valuable resource that needs to be used with care.
 
 


