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Mammoth Community Water District Well Test Activities in the Mammoth Meadows
 

            The Mammoth Community Water District will be conducting a pump test in the Mammoth Meadows

in mid-October.  The purpose of the pump test is to determine the potential production capacity of the well

and to monitor pumping effects on the shallow and deep groundwater aquifers.  The test involves a well that

was drilled in 1988 but never developed into a production well; however, the well has been used to help

monitor local aquifer conditions. Depending on surface water supply conditions in the Mammoth Lakes

basin, pumped groundwater typically provides about 50% of the water supply to our community.  The District

would like to improve the reliability of the community water supply by expanding its groundwater pumping

network to insure continuous water service during conditions of reduced surface water supply due to periodic

drought or in case of a well pump failure.  Therefore, if the test demonstrates the well could be useful as a

production well and does not significantly impact the aquifer or nearby surface water features, the District

intends to pursue the required steps necessary to develop the well for production.

             The coming pump test is permitted under a temporary Special Use Permit from the United States

Forest Service.  Prior to the test, crews will make some minor repairs to improve road access to the well

location.  Once the site is accessible, the pump company conducting the test will examine the condition of the

well casing and make improvements as necessary to conduct the test.  During the test, the well will be

pumped continuously for 72 hours.  Before, during, and after pumping, the deep and shallow aquifer will be

monitored in various locations for changes in water levels.  The pumped water will be conveyed to the

Snowcreek Golf Course ponds through approximately 3,000 feet of temporary piping.  Please respect the

on-site work crews and equipment during this important test to improve water supply conditions for the

community.

            For questions about the pump test, please contact the District during normal business hours at

934-2596.  


