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MCWD HOLDS ANNUAL BOARD WORKSHOP
 

The Mammoth Community Water District Board held its annual strategic planning workshop on

Tuesday, January 13, 2009.  The Board reviewed work completed in 2008 and charted direction for 2009

around eight long and short-term priorities.  These priorities are: Develop and promote efficient use of

available water and wastewater resources to meet the current and future needs of the community; Perform

activities in a manner that is sensitive to the environment and adheres to environmental review regulations;

Provide water and wastewater treatment that meets or exceeds all requirements for quality and environmental

protection in a cost-effective manner; Conduct all activities in a fiscally responsible manner, adhere to

standard financial practices, and deliver services at a reasonable cost to the customer; Maintain and update

District records and information systems; Maintain effective communication with the public;  Establish

effective procedures to respond to emergencies while maintaining service to the community; and Comply

with labor laws and provide for employee development, retention and succession.

One important project implemented in 2008 is the recycled water project.  This project will eventually

replace pumped groundwater with reclaimed wastewater for golf course irrigation.  To meet water quality

standards for treated wastewater, it was necessary to upgrade the wastewater treatment plant last year.  The

project also required working with the USFS and Town of Mammoth Lakes to obtain permits for burying the

new purple pipelines that will be carrying the reclaimed water from the treatment plant to the Sierra Star and

Snowcreek golf courses.  Portions of the bicycle path were temporarily closed down while the route was used

for construction.  Areas disturbed by construction were reseeded with native local seed in autumn and

follow-up monitoring with the USFS will be conducted in 2009.  Additional environmental and legal

requirements of the project are high priorities for completing in 2009.  Replacing drinking water with

reclaimed water for irrigation will increase water supplies for the District’s service area.

 

The District is also conserving water by continuing a pipeline replacement project.  In 2008, the

District replaced 2,600 feet of old steel pipeline.  This on-going project has significantly reduced water losses

in the distribution system and the replacement project will continue in 2009.   In addition, a new water

storage tank is now in place just off Old Mammoth Road.  This tank will increase the water storage capacity

in the area by 1 million gallons.  The higher capacity will improve operational flexibility of the water

treatment plant and improve the ability of the distribution system to meet fire flow demands throughout the

community of Mammoth Lakes.  The new tank will come online in spring of 2009. The workshop discussion

on water supply also included progress on the Mammoth Creek flow requirements, the status of a permit



application for a well on USFS land, and the status of a homeowner’s association easement to connect a

District well to electrical services. 

Work plans for 2009 resulting from the planning workshop, are to continue replacing and improving

necessary infrastructure, continue and expand conservation efforts, develop new water resources, complete

the Mammoth Creek bypass flow EIR, improve communication with the public and outside agencies,

evaluate and improve, if necessary, the personnel manual, complete the transition to a new fiscal software

package, and complete a consultant’s groundwater model for the Mammoth Basin.

 

For more information on the workshop, please contact the District offices during normal business

hours at 934-2596.
 


