
Mammoth Lakes Community:

We want to alert you about Ormat Technologies Inc.’s proposed project that could adversely impact our 
water supply.

What is the project? 
Ormat intends to expand its geothermal plant near the Town of Mammoth Lakes, substantially increasing its 
hot water pumping around Shady Rest Park. This pumping is located directly below the groundwater that 
MCWD depends on to supply our community. 

Why are we concerned?
The project could degrade the quality and quantity of our water supply. Existing Ormat operations have 
already had negative impacts on the region, specifically in the Shady Rest Park area:  

D Increased concentration of the extremely hazardous gas hydrogen sulfide;

D Increased carbon dioxide emissions;

D Increased numbers of trees killed; and

D Increased ground temperatures.

Our state and region are in the midst of a historic drought, increasing our dependence on the water 
potentially threatened by the project.

Who else is raising questions and concerns?
D U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein

D Congressmembers John Garamendi and Paul Cook

D The Mammoth Lakes Town Council

D Members of the Mono County Board of Supervisors

D Mammoth Lakes Trails Public Access Foundation

These leaders and others urge the creation of a responsible plan to monitor and mitigate impacts to our 
water supply.

What can be done?
MCWD doesn’t oppose the geothermal project but requests a robust plan be adopted to protect our 
groundwater. The water district has worked to secure a reliable and affordable water supply for residents.  
It is crucial that we continue to protect this valuable resource, so that our community may continue to 
develop and prosper. 

The adopted plan should: install four sets of monitoring wells to monitor changes at various depths; 
maintain accurate and current pumping and injection records for all wells; monitor water quality and 
temperatures; share all well records; and establish a mitigation plan to be triggered if negative impacts 
are detected in the water supply. 

The water district stands ready to discuss a plan and find solutions with Ormat. However, the company has 
so far only offered an inadequate, slim plan – just one shallow monitoring well – and otherwise has refused 
to engage in meaningful negotiations or work towards the creation of a reasonable plan that protects our 
water supplies. 

How you can help:
Urge Ormat to accept the reasonable plan the water district has proposed to protect out water supply!  
For more information and to sign a letter of support, visit www.mcwd.dst.ca.us. 

Sincerely,

Thomas R. Smith
Thomas R. Smith, Board President
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